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" Nothing definite/' Dr. Priestley replied. " But
the surest road to failure in any mathematical problem
is to start with some preconceived idea of the solution,
and then to arrange the terms so that they produce that
solution. In my experience, the analogy holds perfectly
in human affairs. I do not reject your theory, by any
means, but at present I am bound to keep my mind
open to all possible theories.
" At present, I am particularly interested in the re-
lations between Coleforth and Miss Venner. I have
reason to believe, I will not put it more strongly than
that, that she is in the habit of consulting him in emer-
gency. He certainly appears to be on more intimate
terms with her than usually exist between solicitor and
client. He spoke of her in terms of admiration to the
Inspector who interviewed him. He also appeared to
resent the fact that Hinchliffe left his money to Ernest
Venner rather than to her. That the terms of
Hinchliffe's will have been correctly reported, there is
no doubt. I sent Merefield to Somerset House to verify
them. The will is dated May 5th of this year, and by it
Hinchliffe revoked all previous wills and codicils, and
bequeathed all he possessed to his nephew, Ernest
Venner."
" Well, that sounds all shipshape, and Bristol
fashion," Oldland remarked. " Where's the snag?"
" Not in the will itself, certainly. Possibly in Hin-
chliffe1 s motive for revoking his previous will, if such
existed. The balance of probability appears to be that
Venner had not made a will when he disappeared."
" That's quite likely. Making a will is a positive
action, and as I've told you a dozen times, Venner is—
or was, if you prefer it—completely negative. But what
if he didn't make a will?"
" Then, if he died intestate, Miss Venner would in-
herit her uncle's fortune at second-hand/' Dr. Priest-

